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Introduction

[image: image2.wmf]In this unit you will be learning about what an organisation called UNICEF does in order to help poor and needy people (especially children) in poverty-stricken countries around the world.
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This is the emblem of UNICEF.

It has a blue background with the silhouette

of a child and an adult with the globe of the world behind.

Two olive branches support the world.

Olive branches are the international symbol of peace. 

Together the globe and the olive branch symbolise world peace.

The UNICEF emblem shows that it cares about the welfare of children and their parents all over the world. 

What is UNICEF?

The United Nation’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF for short) is an organisation devoted to improving the lives of children all round the world.

UNICEF is part of the United Nations, which tries to maintain peace worldwide. The main purpose of UNICEF is to make sure that children everywhere get the care and education they need to grow into happy, healthy adults.

Tasks… Write the heading “What UNICEF is?”

1. Draw a title page for UNICEF including the emblem and the motto, ‘Putting Children First’.

2. Write a paragraph in your own words stating what UNICEF is.

UNICEF Beliefs:
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UNICEF believes that children are special. 

Children are a unique group of people who have human rights that must be protected. 

These human rights include:

· The right to education

· The right to a caring family      

· The right to good healthcare.

· To a fair standard of living.

· To leisure and play.

· To protection from exploitation and abuse.

· To express their opinions.

UNICEF states that children are not just small adults who simply need less of what adults’ need, but children’s minds and bodies require special types of care and affection.

If children are deprived of these basic rights when they are young, their lives can be harmed forever.

UNICEF believes that children are equal.

UNICEF treats all children equally. It does not make a distinction between different religions, races or nationalities, or between boys and girls. 

UNICEF believes that all children should be able to look forward to a full and active life.

Martin’s Story…

‘I became a soldier to avenge the death of my father’, says Martin, aged 13, who was a child soldier in Sierra Leone. ‘I came home one day to find him dead and my school burnt down’.

Martin was one of about 6000 soldiers in the civil war in West African country of Sierra Leone. There are many child soldiers like Martin in countries such as Angola, Liberia and Sierra Leone.

UNICEF campaigns to help for these children and for an end to the use of child-soldiers. 

 (Story taken from UNICEF Book; Franklin Watts; 2001. Page 6)

Tasks… Write the heading “UNICEF Beliefs”.
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Name seven human rights that UNICEF believes that children are entitled to? 
2. Read ‘Martin’s Story’. 

Write down this word and its meaning.

     >Avenge – to take vengeance for or on 

      behalf of another  person.

3. Martin became a soldier to avenge the 

    death of his father…

   Is it ever right to take the law into your 

     own hands? Give reasons for your opinion.

4. Why do you think that children like Martin do what they  

     do?

5. Do you think that someone as young as Martin can

     understand the consequences of becoming a child-soldier?

6. Imagine you are writing to a pen pal for the first time. In 

    this letter you would tell them a little about yourself. Below 

     list some of the things you might tell them… For example:

· What you look like.

· What you like and do not like about school, and why.

· Your family.

· What you do at weekends, your hobbies etc.

7. Now look at the picture of the boy soldier on the top right.

a. In a short paragraph describe what you see.

b. What are the differences between your life and some one like this child?

8. Do you think this child looks happy?

     Why do you think this might be so?

What Does UNICEF Do?

UNICEF encourages governments everywhere to value their country’s children and to put their rights first. 

If there is no hope for a country’s children, there can be no hope for a country’s future.

UNICEF supports projects that help children in over 150 countries. Many of these projects aim to keep children alive 

and healthy. 
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As you know malnutrition is a lack of good food and thus harms children in particular. Many illnesses caused by malnutrition, like polio and measles, can be cured or prevented by taking the simple steps that you learned about earlier.

             
      Diseases carried by water 

      and dirt can be prevented 

      by providing clean    

      drinking water and toilet   

      facilities.

Among the UNICEF projects they try to tackle these problems.

UNICEF works with governments and community groups to cure these problems. It has a duty to spend its money on helping those children who need it most. This means that much work is directed at developing countries, such as the poorer countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America. UNICEF uses child mortality rates to tell which countries need urgent assistance in improving health care for their children.

Children don’t just need good health. UNICEF works over the long term to break the cycle of poverty that often leaves children and their mothers suffering the most. Children often miss out on school, as their parents did before them, because they need to work to help their families survive. UNICEF supports projects to help their parents earn a better living.

UNICEF helps parents to be better carers and encourages governments to put children first when they make new laws and decisions. Poverty, homelessness and poor school attendance can occur in any country, so UNICEF works for children’s rights to be respected everywhere, but it only runs programmes in poor countries.

Tasks

Write the heading “The Work of UNICEF”.

Use pages 4 and 5 to help you answer the questions on things that UNICEF does to help in poor countries

1. Finish the following sentences:

· UNICEF encourages…

· UNICEF supports…

· UNICEF works…

· UNICEF helps…

2. How does UNICEF decide which countries need the most

     urgent assistance?

3. UNICEF works for children’s rights to be respected

everywhere. Write down 5 basic rights that you think children should have – e.g. A right to a basic education.

How Did UNICEF Start?

UNICEF first started work in 1946 in Europe, just after the Second World War. Because of the devastation to towns, villages, factories and farms, children suffered the most.

The United Nations had been set up after the war to keep the peace. Countries who joined the United Nations sent delegates (people who represented them) who worked together to find peaceful ways of fixing the world’s problems.

These delegates questioned whether Europe could recover from the war if it did not do something about its children.

In 1946 the delegates decided to 

create a fund to help the children 

of Europe after the Second World War 

had ended.

This was called the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund – UNICEF for short.

The fund would help children of all nationalities – not just the children in countries that had won the war.

Life-giving Milk

UNICEF’s first leaders believed

that their immediate task was 

To improve children’s health and

diet. One way to do this was to give milk to children and babies. 

The war had destroyed many dairies in Europe so milk was in short supply and expensive. UNICEF worked with local leaders, charities and farmers to improve their milk production.

UNICEF wanted to be sure that when it left a town or district, the local people knew how to keep the milk production flowing.

In all its projects UNICEF works with the people it is trying to help to find a lasting way of improving their children’s lives. UNICEF provides the money, training and technology and then allows the local people to run the project themselves.

UNICEF Goes Worldwide.

When UNICEF first began in 1946 it was meant to be a temporary organisation. About 1950 UNICEF was going to end its funding and help because 

conditions for the children 

in Europe had improved.

Pakistan’s delegate to 

the United Nations protested 

arguing the fact that children were dying all over the world.

The other delegates agreed. In 1953 UNICEF was made a permanent part of the United Nations with a duty to improve the health and welfare of all the world’s children. It was at this time that its full name was shortened to the United Nations Children’s Fund.

Tasks:

Write the heading “How Did UNICEF Start?”
Use pages 6 and 7 to answer the following questions.

1. a. Where did UNICEF first begin its work?

b. What was the date?

2. What was the purpose for the ‘setting up’ of the United 

Nations?

3. What does UNICEF provide in order to help the local people

run the projects themselves?

Tasks continued…

4. Why did  Pakistan’s delegate protest about the end of the   

     UNICEF organisation?

5. What was the outcome of this protest?

6. Copy the following key words and their meanings:

· UNICEF – United Nations International Emergency Fund. 

Now known as the United Nations Children’s Fund.

· Delegate – a person appointed as a representative.

7. Design a poster/leaflet that would encourage children to  

     drink milk. Remember that some of these children will not 

     be able to read very well.

Who pays for UNICEF?

In 1999 UNICEF spent 1,064 million US dollars.

 (approximately £665,000,000)

Over half of this money was given voluntarily by governments. Often a government gives money for a particular project. 

In June 2000, for example, the Japanese government gave nearly eighteen million pounds (£18,000,000) to UNICEF for its campaign against polio.                          UNICEF book p.14

UNICEF also gets money from private companies, charities and the general public. Ever since it first began, UNICEF has appealed directly to members of the public for donations.

The organisation’s 37 National Committees persuade people in wealthier countries to donate money to help children in poorer parts of the world.

UNICEF enlists film stars and other famous people to help it raise money. These celebrities are called Goodwill Ambassadors and Special Representatives.

One of those is Laurence Fishburne, who stars in the ‘Matrix’ movies says, "I have a voice. It‘s one of my gifts. I intend to use it on behalf of the children that UNICEF seeks to aid." 

See on http://www.unicefusa.org/site/pp.asp?c=duLRI8O0H&b=38054
In May 2000, pop-star Robbie Williams visited Mozambique to meet children whose parents have been killed by the disease AIDS. Many live in homes or attend play centres that are funded by UNICEF.                 From UNICEF book already cited p.15

How is UNICEF’s Money Spent?

Most of the money is spent on equipment, supplies and ‘logistics’. Logistics means activities that make a project work.

Transportation for health workers and the storage of medicines. Also the costs for printing posters and leaflets informing people about an Immunization Day are all part of logistics.

UNICEF tries to keep staff costs down. It employs fewer than 6,000 people in jobs in over 150 countries. Almost 5,000 of these employees work in UNICEF’s country offices.

The UNICEF staff works with the people who can change people’s lives, such as government ministers for health and education. They also train local people how to help children.

UNICEF wants the people who make donations to know that their money really does reach children in need.

Tasks:

Write the heading “Who Pays for UNICEF?”

Use pages 9 and 10 to answer the following questions.

1. How many pounds did UNICEF spend in 1999?

2. UNICEF gets some of its money from governments of wealthy countries. Name three other sources where UNICEF gets its money.

4. Write a paragraph explaining how UNICEF spends the money it has raised.

5. UNICEF will spend a lot of money campaigning. Why do you think this is important to spend this money on campaigns rather than all the money going straight to those in need?

Fighting Preventable Diseases and Illnesses.

Young children get sick more often than adults do. In Europe and North America, most babies are immunized (given vaccines) against serious childhood diseases such as measles, diphtheria, polio, TB and tetanus. Unfortunately in poor countries many children are not immunized and they are regularly harmed, or even killed, by these diseases.

UNICEF also provides Oral Rehydration Therapy. As you have learned already these are given in sachets which are filled with Oral Rehydration Salts – a mixture of salt and sugar. This mixture is added to water and given to a child suffering from severe dehydration. Within hours they will help that child to recover. The sachets cost just 7p.

Fact: despite the existence of this remarkably simple and effective cure, 8,000 children will die from dehydration caused by diarrhoea within the next 24 hours. 

That is 56,000 children in Christmas week alone.

Fact: thousands of parents in the developing world simply do not know how to treat this condition – they don’t know that this simple cure exists.


National Immunization Days

In the previous booklet you discovered that some preventable diseases can lead to malnutrition e.g. measles. Measles can kill on its own but it can also cause problems for children as they may get sores around their mouths preventing them from eating.

Fran Healy from ‘Travis’, and singer on Band-Aid 20 song ‘Do they know its Christmas?’ went on a trip to the Sudan. There he met one mother who had 8 children. 6 of these children had died from measles. Amazingly this disease is preventable by a single injection.

Every year, nearly 2,000,000 children die from diseases that could have been prevented with vaccines. 

UNICEF works to stop these unnecessary deaths. 

UNICEF helps poor countries fight preventable diseases by supporting National Immunization Days. These are days when a country immunizes as many of its people as possible.

UNICEF’s workers do not do everything themselves. Instead they work with the countries health department, medical staff, schools charities and community leaders. Together they make sure that there is enough vaccine available for the day’s work and enough trained volunteers to administer it.

Problem with AIDS

AIDS stands for Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. This is a condition that breaks down a person’s natural defences against illness.

Since the 1980s AIDS has killed millions of people. Although scientists are trying hard to find a cure or a vaccine against it, millions continue to die from it.

In Africa AIDS is an emergency. There are more than 12 million children under the age of 15 that have seen their parents die from AIDS.

In Uganda alone AIDS has made one child out of every ten an orphan. Often these children are left alone to struggle to survive. AIDS is destroying their future and if AIDS is not stopped soon will set back the progress that UNICEF has helped to make in improving general health in Africa.

In Uganda, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Kenya and Nigeria there are about 3.75 million orphans of AIDS victims.                                       UNICEF p24

Write the heading “Fighting Preventable Diseases and Illnesses”.

Use pages 11,12 and 13 to answer the following questions.

1. Name five different childhood diseases that UNICEF  

       helps to immunize against.

2a. Think of the money you spent last weekend. Add it up.  

       Write down the amount.

 b. how many children suffering from severe dehydration

      could this money save i.e. how many O.R.T. sachets could  

      this buy?

3. How does this illness kill people?

4. What % of children in Uganda are left orphans as a result

     of AIDS?

Extension Task

The ‘Whole Child’

UNICEF helps children receive the very best care from birth, when a good start in life can make a big difference in their health and well-being.

UNICEF supports projects that educate parents on how to teach their very young children through play, and it campaigns against child labour that denies so many school age children an education. 

UNICEF believes that by providing education to parents and children they are helping to break the cycle of poverty.

They believe education is a right.

On page 2 there is a list of human rights UNICEF believes every child should be entitled to:

Design a poster/leaflet to campaign for these basic human rights.
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Motto:


Putting Children First!
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How Oral Rehydration Therapy saved Abdullah’s life


In the Omdurman Children’s Hospital, in the Sudan, a mother arrived with her son Abdullah Adam, who was in a terrible state. His eyes were blank, lifeless – he could not even produce tears because his body did not have enough liquid. His skin was all wrinkled. He was suffering from acute dehydration.


They mixed up a solution of Oral Rehydration Salts, a mixture of sugar, salt and water – and gave it to Abdullah’s mother so she could give it to him immediately. Two hours later there was a dramatic transformation. Adam’s eyes were full of life and he could cry – now he had strength to create a sound.    This eyewitness account is taken from a UNICEF newsletter Nov.04
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